
The Honorable Rodney Slater 
Secretary 
I.J.S. Depaanent of Transportation 
400 Seventh Sncet, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re: 

Dcat Secretary Slater: 

’Ihe Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce would like to express its enthusiastic suppon of the 
above referenced application of American Eagle Airlines for an exemption to serve Chicago O’Hue 
Intematiohal Airport nonstop from Roanoke Regional Abort. As the fargea Chamber of 
Commerce in western Virgha, representing over 5,000 busbess firms, the return of nonstop jet 
sewice fram Roanoke to Chicrigo O’Hate would significantly hprove access to what is a major 
business market for this region 

Although considerable market demand and business community support exists, nomop air service 
to Chicago O’IIare has remained elusive, much of it due solely to the artificial nmket c011stxahts 
imposed lhrough the allocation of landing slots at O‘Hare. As a result, Chicago is now considered 
one of o u  region’s most uuder sewed markets, with psseuger damand largely met by the exisfhg 
connecting services availabIe. In fact, recent surveys have tound that the ChkagdRoanokc market 
alone generates nearly 80 passengers per day, with the potenrial for many more connecting 
passengers t&ing advantage of ~ m c r i c a n  Airlines’ COM&O~S to destinations in the Midwst and 
West. 

Of articular intaresf IO the Roanoke Re ‘onal Chamber of Commerce in American Eagle-s 

community prtfms jet equipment, and that Roanoke’s high revenue business fbes would he 
particularly well suited for rofitabk redond ‘et service. what’s more, the addition of a fifth &line 
serving Roanoke Region Airport would c early enhance competition in The m a r k  lace while 
makin8 available to air WweIets the vast nerwork of Amerkan Airlines. .let service for t -s 5 15 mile 
trip is very important to our business cctmmuaity. 

It is the position of the Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce that the westerrr Virginia region 
cmi fully support this additional American Eagle service. I submit that your approval of ihis 
exemption is in the public interest and I look forward to your timely approval of iU application. 

A plication of American Eagle Airlines for an Exemption from rhe High Densily Rule at 
C&cago O’Hare:-T -97-2985. 

app f! ication, howcver, is its intent to s e m  $e route with jet aircraft- It is clcm h t  our busmess 

i! ap I! 

very t d y  youTs, 

JMsAal 
bcc: Mark Courtney, Roanoke Rcgioud Airpor 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served the 

foregoing document by first-class mail on all persons named on 

the service list attached to Simmons' application. 

CARL B. NELSON, JR. r 
October 24, 1997 


